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Background: HIV is a human-specific virus and con- 
sequently does not infect the conventional labora- 
tory animals such as mice or rats. Available mouse 
models transplanted with either human peripheral 
blood leukocytes (PBL) or human fetal tissues are 
limited in their use for studying HIV infection since 
they show xeno-reactivity (hu-PBL-SCID), low HIV 
replication rates, short infection spans, and biased 
CCRS- or CXCR4-co-receptor tropic strain infection. 
Rag2-/-'yc-/- mice, transplanted as newborns with 
human cord blood CD34+cells, were recently shown 
to develop human B-, T-, and dendritic cells and 
to reconstitute primary and secondary lymphoid 
organs in situ. In this work, we tested these mice 
for sustaining HIV infection. 
Results: CD34 + cell transplanted Rag2-/-~c-/- mice 
with a mean human peripheral blood CD45 + and 
CD4 ÷ cell chimerism of 29.4+18.2% and 2.7+3.0%, 
respectively, were susceptible to either CCR5- or 
CXCR4-tropic strains with up to 2 x 106copies/ml 
2-6 weeks after infection. Thereafter, viremia sta- 
bilized and was maintained at tower levels for 
up to 120 days, the longest time followed. CD4 ÷ 
T-cell depletion occurred at the earliest 100 days 
after detectable viremia when infected with CCR5- 
tropic strains. In contrast, a marked CD4 ÷ T-cell 
depletion was observed in all mice infected with 
CXCR4-tropic strains simultaneously with the initial 
rise of plasma HIV RNA. From 18 up to 120 days 
post-infection, spleens and lymph nodes of mice 
infected with either CCRS- or CXCR4-tropic strains 
contained p24 ÷ cells. In thymi, however, p24 ex- 
pression was detected predominantly following in- 
fection with CXCR4-tropic strain, but only infre- 
quently or not at all in mice infected with CCRS- 
tropic strains, consistent with the expression of 
CXCR4 but not CCR5 on human CD4 ÷ thymocytes. 
Conclusion: Rag2-/-yc-/- mice transplanted with 
human CD34 ÷ cells develop long-term, high-titer, 
and lymphoid organ disseminated infection irre- 
spective of co-receptor selectivity of HIV strain, 
closely resembling HIV infection in man. In partic- 
ular, by using HIV strains with distinct co-receptor 
selectivity, we clearly illustrate the higher cyto- 
pathic potential of CXCR4-tropic strains as com- 
pared to CCRS-tropic strains. This straightforward 
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to generate and cost-effective invivo model should 
be valuable to study virus-induced pathology, and 
to rapidly evaluate new approaches aiming to pre- 
vent or treat HIV infection. 
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Background: Anemia is a frequent complication 
of infection with the human immunodeficiency 
virus (HIV). Several factors are linked to a higher 
rate of anemia in people with HIV: lower CD4 cell 
counts, higher viral toad, taking zidovudine (ZDV), 
being a woman. 
Objective: The purpose of this study was to assess 
the effect of gender, clinical-immunological status, 
CD4 cell count and Anti Retroviral Therapy (ART) on 
the prevalence of anemia in HIV infected adults. 
Methods: We studied 98 patients admitted and 
recorded in Teaching Hospital of Infectious Dis- 
eases from Cluj-Napoca, Romania between Jan- 
uary 1989 and August 2005. Anemia was defined 
as hemoglobin (Hb) less than 12g/dl in women 
and less than 13g/dl in men. Most of the patients 
were followed every four months until death or 
toss to follow-up. We calculated the density rate, 
we estimated if anemia is at higher rate in women 
compared to men (using Z test), at HIV compared 
to AIDS, we made the correlation between CD4 cell 
count and Hb level (Pearson correlation coeffi- 
cient). We also estimated the rate of anemia in 
patients taking ART compared with patients with- 
out ART. Data were computed with SPSS, Excel and 
Epilnfo. 
Results: From 372 records, 183 had anemia. The 
density rate was 62.8 per 100 people. In aver- 
age Hb in women was 12.1±1.78 and in men 
12.7±1.95. Anemia is at higher rate in AIDS 
patients compared to HIV seropositive status, 
OR=18.41 (10.58-32.21), p= 0.0000007. Pearson 
correlation coefficient between Hb and CD4 was 
R=0.254 (p=0.001). From 183 records with ane- 
mia, 117 had ART, 70 including ZDV. Anemia was 
more frequent in patients taking ART (including 
ZDV) compared with patients taking other com- 
binations, OR= 1.69 (1.01-2.83), p=0.032, but is 
more frequent in patients without ART compared 
with patients taking ZDV OR= 2.25 (1.27-4.00) or 
compared with patients taking other combinations 
OR=3. 81 (2.10-6.9) p=0.0000016, (95%1C). 
Conclusion: Anemia is a frequent complication in 
HIV infected patients. Anemia is more frequent in 
